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Westport Country Playhouse Presents an Evening of Cocktails, Fun 
Tales, and Backstage Tours on Monday, March 10 
 
One-night-only event focuses on the people who make theatre in advance of 
Playhouse production of “Theatre People.” 

 
Westport Country Playhouse will present “Get Ready for Theatre People! An Evening of Cocktails, Fun 
Tales, and Backstage Tours” on Monday, March 10, from 6 to 8 p.m. In advance of the curtain rising on the 
Playhouse production of Paul Slade Smith’s backstage comedy “Theatre People,” the special event will toast 
the Playhouse, its legacy, and the people who bring shows to life on its stage.  
 
Sharing personal anecdotes from their roles at the Playhouse will be an alumni panel, including actors Mia 
Dillon, Keir Dullea, Joe Delafield, and Michael McCormick, former co-artistic director Anne Keefe, and more 
to be announced. Moderator will be Mark Shanahan, Westport Country Playhouse artistic director.   
 
"There’s nothing quite like theatre people—and Playhouse theatre people are in a league of their own!,” said 
Shanahan. “As we gear up for our wildly entertaining production of ‘Theatre People,’ a play that celebrates 
the passion, humor, and romance of the stage, I’m thrilled for the Playhouse to host a special evening 
honoring some of its very own. It’s a night to share stories, laughter, and friendship at a theatre we all 
cherish.”  
 
In addition to the panel discussion, there will be behind-the-scenes tours led by Playhouse archivist and 
historian Bruce Miller, and a cocktail party. Discount ticket offers will be available at the event for 
performances of “Theatre People.” 
 
“Theatre People,” playing March 25 through April 12, is written by West Hartford native Paul Slade Smith and 
directed by Mark Shanahan. The play is an adaptation of Ferenc Molnár’s classic Hungarian farce, “Play at 
the Castle.” The witty comedy is set in 1948 in a Newport mansion populated with characters in love with 
theater:  Charlotte and Arthur, a married playwwright couple; Margot, a celebrated ingénue; Victor, a 
narcissistic Broadway baritone; and Oliver, a young, insecure novelist; as well as Olga, an unabashedly 
unhelpful housekeeper. Filled with romance, misunderstandings, and surprises, the plot focuses on theatre 
people who are trying to write a surefire Broadway hit but create as much drama among themselves as on 
paper. 

 
Tickets for “Get Ready for Theatre People! An Evening of Cocktails, Fun Tales, and Backstage Tours” are  
$25; $15 for Encore Club members; limited availability. Seating is unreserved. For full details on the March 
10 event and the three-week run of “Theatre People,” visit: https://www.westportplayhouse.org/show/theatre-
people/  
 
A complete schedule of Playhouse events is available at westportplayhouse.org. All play titles, artists, dates, 
and times are subject to change. 
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For Westport Country Playhouse information and tickets, visit westportplayhouse.org or call the box office at 
(203) 227-4177, toll-free at 1-888-927-7529. Stay connected to the Playhouse on Facebook (Westport 
Country Playhouse), Instagram (wcplayhouse), and YouTube (WestportPlayhouse). Westport Country 
Playhouse is located at 25 Powers Court, off Route 1, Westport.  
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